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THE  ST     VERY  QUI: 


$  IN  AMERICA. 


H/Xv 


(from,  the  Glasaoio  Chn -.  _    .of  Jan.  30,  1836. ) 

A  few  weeks  ago,  we  maoc  a  remark  or  two  on 

the  aspect  which  the  agi:        a  against  slavery  in 

j£}  -a  the  United  States  has  cgb  b  to  assume,  and  took 

Z.  ^occasion    to    express    our    <    ?ret     that    divisions 

y  should  have  arisen  among       ose  who  had  started 

^-*<        ^f  /%JTom  tlle  same  smlPle  8'1'01'        jf  hostility,  in  prin- 

r      *1*' '^  ji&ciple  and  act,  to  the  injustice   and  sin  of  slavery. 

^    **"v  >**  ^  •z^-^Referring  to  the  section  led  by  Mr  Lloyd  Garrison, 

"  "^T^ok^T   we  pflaiHSBd  at  the  lamentable  admixture  with  their 

'.  .<-»  ^^^^-asti-slavery  opinions  which  they  had  come  to  make 

!*>^'  "^^-t^  ^a^of  impracticable  principles  in  politics  and  infidel 

.\.  \ff*~^&,  principles  in  religion.     Further  consideration   of 


and 


to  nnniank  J\    ~  r 

it  is  a  secondary  question  as  to  when,  Jj    Cx  j 
;he  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa-  ^ 


ten  ;  but  the  primary  and  all-important\\  x  k  i 
at  do  they  teach  and  command  ?  And  in  jj>  \\\» 
n  this,  they  are  to  be  freely  examined,  and  §   Ss^\ 


V 


ays 


matter  induces  us  to  suspect  that  the  case  kas 


\KV  \\ 


K><v 


M  to  believe,  and  that  it   will  be  requisite  for  the 
£\  friends  of  freedom  in  this  country,  who  are  at  the 
'    same  time  friends  of  Christianity,  to  look  well  to 
the  persons  in  America  to  whom  they  give  their 
sympathy  and   aid,    lest,    while   they    are    show- 
ing their  abhorrence  of  slavery,  they  should  at  the 
same  time  be  facilitating  the  overthrow;  of  that , 
k\  divine  and  true  religion  without  which  all  struggles 
<v   against  injustice  and  immorality  can  be  but  feebly 
f*    maintained. 

Knowing  what  many  professors,  and,  with  shame 
\.  and  grief  be  it  said,  many  ministers,  of  religion  in 
v"  the  "United  States  have  to  answer  for  in  connection 
V  with  the  slavery  question,  and  how  ready  they 
will  naturally  be  to  retaliate  upon  those  who  have 
,\  exposed  their  disgraceful  inconsistency  and  unfaith- 
t\ fulness,  we  were  long  reluctant  to  believe  the  alle- 


gations which,  years   ago,    began  to  be 
about  the  infidelity  of  Garrison  and  his 


current 
friends. 


has  come  to  declare  its  untruthfulness, 
those  who  are  guilty  of  its  imposture. 

"Resolved,— That  ' 
where,  or  by  whom,  the 
msnts  were  written 
question  is,  \i  ha 
order  to  ascertain 

as  readily  accepted  or  rejected  as  any  other  books,  accord 
ing  as  they  are  worthless  or  valuable.  ■  f- 

"  Resolved,— That  it  is  the  climax   of  audacity  and  ? 
impiety  for  this  nation  to  receive  the  Eible  as  the  inspired    \ 
Word  of  God,  and  then  to  make  it  a  penal  offence  to  give  it  4 
to  any  of  the  millions  who  are  held  as  chattel-slaves,  on  itsV 
soil ;    thus  conspiring  to  make  them  miserable  here  and  ^ 
hereafter. 

"  Resolved,— That   judging  them   by   their   course  of\» 
actttm  towards  all  the  reformers  of  the  age,  and  their  posi-  r^ 
tion  in  society,  the  clergy  of  dris  country,  as  a  body,  would  t,  \, 
as  readily  burn  the  Bible  to-morrow  if  public  sentiment  V^  3\ 
demanded  it,  and  persecution  and  loss  of  character  should         1 
be  the  result  of  disobedience, — as  to-day  they  are  found  ■,      (S 
earnest  in  their  endeavours  as  to  the  plenary  inspiration  \\    X^ 
of  that  book  in  accordance  with  public  sentiment."  r^ 

The  fourth  of  these  resolutions  contains  an  irre-  ^  ^ 
fragable  truth.  The  fifth  and  last  shows  a  spirit  f  ^ 
of  bitter  hostility  to  ministers  of  religion  as  such —  V 
to  the  clergy  as  a  body  without  exception  or  qua-  \  v* 
lification  ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  a  feel-  i>  f\ 
ing  so  indiscriminate  without  assuming  that  it  ex-  '  '  ft  ] 
tends  as  indiscriminately  to  the  entire  doctrines 
which  the  clergy  inculcate.  As  for  the  first  three 
resolutions,  if  they  do  not  contain  an  avowal  of 
infidelity,  as  that  is  commonly  understood,  we  do 
not  comprehend  them  at  all ;  and  whoever  affirms 
that  the  proposers  and  adopters  of  such  resolutions 
are  not  infidels  must  be  using  language  in  some 
peculiar  sense  and  with  o»  :~x — J-' 


?\ 


& 


N 


% 


The  charge  of  infidelity  has  all  along  bf 
by  them,  and  we  felt  that  other  evidence 
of  men  who  themselves  were  so   far  ft\ 
'  without  sin "   was  requisite  before  the   charge 
could  be  justly  looked  on  as  established.    Latterly, 
however,  evidence  has  been  adduced  of  a  kind  to 
X   X  which,   certainly,  exception  cannot  be  taken — the 
f    evidence  of  their  own  acts  and  declarations.     In  a 
.recent    number    of    the    Freeman,     we    observe 
•  that  the  Rev.    John   Williams   of    this  city  has 
I      '  ^directed    attention    to    a    series     of   resolutions 
r     Y^  adopted    in   1853   at   an  Anti-Bible    Convention 
S*    wm°h     was     h&hi    at     Hartford,      Connecticut, 
^  ^   and  the   "leading  spirits"  of  which  were  Joseph 
\  Barker,    Andrew  Jackson  Davis,   William  Lloyd 
.      ^\  ■ ^Garriion,  and  Parker  Pillsbury.     The  last  named 
\  r     ■     °f  these  gentlemen  is,   we  believe,  at  present  in 

^  XV  ^us  countlyj  and  is  one  of  the  most  active  mem- 
'  X  y^bers  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  Society  led  by- 
Mr  Garrison.  An  attempt  had  been  made  in  the 
same  journal  to  wipe  off  from  him  individually 
(and  by  implication  from  his  co-adjutors)  the  re- 
proach of  infidelity,  but  the  resolutions  quoted  by 

moved  by  Mr  Gar- 


.._  ™^i  j.  iiisoury   have   a  S,  \  . 
r«»«t  riglit  (as  regards  their  fellow-men)  to  repu-  V>   \ 
diate  revealed  religion,  if  they  please.     But  they  *C£\J 
have  no  right  to  sail  under  false  colours,  and  lure  \    )!    n 
into  association  with  them  those  who  would  shurisA  Ps 
and  shrink  from  them  if  their  true  spirit  and  aims  v     K     ^ 
were  fully  known.     For  our  own  part,  we  would  IN  J   R> 


> 


Mr  Williams,  and  whic 
rison,  will,  we  should  tl 
for  themselves.     They  ; 

"  .Resolved,  —That  the  dc 
and  priesthood, — that  the  ] 
whatever  it  contains  was  gi 
.    that  it  is  the  only  rule  of  fa 
\  dently  absurd,  exceedingly 
JV.and  soul,  highly  pernicious 
[    bling-block  in  the  way  of  hi 
"  Resolved, — That  the  do 
as  a  potent  weapon  in  the  1 
KVy  to  beat  down  the  rising  spir 
/»v  >J  \iiscourage  scientificdevelopi 
\i     of  blind  guides,  and  false  tee 
•     dom  with  contention  and  sti 


>eak  to  most  readers 
bllows  : — 

f  the  American  church 
the  "Word  of  God,  thai 
Divine  inspiration,  and 
practice,— is  self-evi- 
is  both  to  the  intellect 
jplication,  and  a  stum- 
demption. 

as  too  long  been  held 
f  time-serving  priests, 
igious  liberty,  and  to 
3  subservethe  interests 
and  to  fill  all  ChriBten- 
1,  therefore,  the  time 


not  account  a  man's  infidelity  a  sufficient  reason 
for  refusing  under  all  circumstances  co-operation 
with  him  for  a  good  object.  But  we  would  cer- 
tainly require  that  the  object  should  be  well  de- 
fined, and  that  the  organization  for  its  promotion 
should  not  be  perverted  to  objects  apart  from  it 
and  alien  to  it.  Now  this  is  what  there  seems 
to  us  too  much  reason  for  fearing  the  Gar- 
rison party  are  doing ;  and  as  the  slavery 
question  in  the  United  States  seems  at  present 
-Ho  be  approaching-  a-  new  crisis,  -  it  will  be 
important  that  those  only  of  the  American  op- 
ponents of  slavery  whose  views  are  souud,  safe,  and 
practical,  should  receive  the  countenance  and  aid 
of  the  friends  of  freedom  in  this  country. 

We  only  throw  out  these  hints  in  the  meantime, 
and  shall  probably  have  occasion  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  our  readers  more  particularly  to  the  sub- 
ject hereafter. 

We  are  glad  to  find  that  Frederick  Douglass, 

who  has  established  himself  as  a  newspaper  editor 

Rochester,  is  vigorously  pursuing  the  sound 

:se  which  he  has  chalked  out  for  himself,  and, 


\ 


k 


.e  rebuking  the  fait 
hristianity  who  pal 
avery  on  the  one  h 
his  testimony  aga: 
irently  tending  to 
either  human  or  < 


ss  of  those  professors 
•  defend  the  practice 
,  on  the  other,  bear- 
oso  whose  views  are 
erthrow  of  all  autho- 


